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«4 A Proclamation againſt the Oppreſiion of the Clergy by the Intrs fron of Faffious and Schiſ- 
maticall Perſons into their Cures, and inverting and detaining their T ithes and 


poſſeſions by Orders of one er both Houſes of Parkament, 
contrary to all Law and Fuſtice. 


JHEeREAs bythe Great Charter of the Libertics of England is is provided, that the 

D Church ſhould have all irs Rights whole, and Liberties inviolable; and amongſt 0- 

P| chers the Church hath heſe Priviledges, That regularly no Ecclefiafticall Poſleſlions 
NI may be extended, ſeized or ſequeſtred but by the Ordinary, And that Diftreſles may 
| not betaken of Lands wherewith Churches have been anciently endowed; And 
that Churches preſemtative cannot be filled, andthe Lawfull Incumbents thereof re- 
moved but by the Ocdinary, nor the Cure of the Incumbents ſerved by Curates, LeQtu- 
rers or others, but by their own appoyatment, or in their defaultby the appoyntmenc 

of the Ordinary; neither are any of Our Subjects of the Laity by the G@mmon Lawes of OurRealme capa- 
bletotake or receive Tithes ( whichare the portion of the Clergy ) dnleſſe by demiſe from them, or {ach as 
are appropriate and made Lay-Fee: Neverthelefle by colour of Orders or pretended Ordinances of one or 
both Houſes of Parliament,the Eſtates Reall and Perſonall as well of Our Clergy as Laity have been and are 
daily ſeized, {equeſtred and taken from them, and their Poſſeſsions diſtrayned for illegall Taxes and Contri- 
butions for ſupporting the Rebellion againſt Us; Which being clearly againſt Law and unwarrantable, We 
did forbidby Our Proclamation of the ſeventh of April laſt, anddoc hereby forbid the ſame, under the pe- 
nalties in that Our Proclamation contained. And whereas diverlg of Our Clergy eminent for their Picty and 
Learning,becauſe they publiſh Our lawfull and juſt Commands and Declarations, and will not, againſtthe 
known Lawes of the Land and their own Conſcietices, ſubmit to Contributions, nor publiquely pray againſt 
Us and Our Aſsiſtants , but conforme themſelves to the Book of Common-Prayer eſtabliſhed by Law, and 
Preach Gods Word according tothe purity thereof, and intheir Sermons will not teach Sedition, nor will 
publiſh illegall Commands and Orders for fomenting cheunnaturall Warre levied againſt Us , are ſome of 
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Z bl F< 


$2 
[ 


V edoc nereby traicly charge and Command ail Our Subjects as well Eccieftafticall as Tiempo. 
 pretunetointermeddle in Giſcharging or hindering any of Our faid Clergy for the cauſe aforetaid, 


